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TUB LENINGRAD AND UPS COT INSTITUTES 0? ORIENTAL LANGUAGES 



1. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

Sinoo the structure and program of both the Leningrad and 
Uosocm Inati tubas ware tho tame and since, moreover, both institutes 
were control lo cl by the sa^e governmental organisations# they will be 
described here together. 

2 . origin op the institutes . 

Roth Institutes wore orrnnisod in 1920 by the People's 
Conaiasariat of Nationalities (Uarkomnatz) whioh was headed by Stalin 
at that time. Thoy remained in its care until 1024 or 1925. After 
that tine thoy ware takes* by tho Foreign Office (SarJcoaindel), and by 
1950 thoy had boon token by tho Central Conniittoo of tho ConKunist 
Party anil ronninod in its care until the outbreak of TTorld T7ar II. 

3. gc /111 0? 23S rgXITDgg 

joth tho institutes were organized upon the diroot order of 
Lenin who. in the ardrfr signed by himself, had put before them the 
task of training specialists on oriental subjects* languages, economics/ 
history# and geography of bhe eastern countries* Such specialists v»re 
supposed to become Soviet officials abroad ( consular and embassy 
employees and representatives of trade organisations) and employees of 
Soviet organisations witliin the Soviet Union In republics populated 
mainly by oriental -peoples and tribes. 

After 1925 the institutes no longer trained employees for 
So-rlet republics; they trained only future employees of embassies, 
consulates and foreign trade organizations* 

4* THE RECENT STRUCTURE OT THE INSTITUTES 

About IS 32 the institutes wore reformed. Both of them 
received two **\ain faculties* a Political and a Foreign Trade faculty. 
Since the institutes# after 1930, re re under the Central Committee of 
the Comnunist Party, the Political faculty’s aims became as follows: 

a. Training of employees for onbassios, consulates# and 

nerre agencies (mainly TAGS); 
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b. Training; of flKTD (Secret Polio* and Intel ligence) 
agents for work in oriental countries or in USSR on oriental 
subjoota. 

Tho facnltv of foreign Trade trained enployeos of Poreijpi 
Trodo organ! -ati on 0 (tho so-called Torgpredstvo) . 

In 1034 a non* department vms croated, the so -called "Special , 
Section". Its ala was the training of your.g pooplo in Japanese subjects 
only* Tliooo pooplo v.-ore doctinod to r;ork in ailitory nnd political 
organisations vrhoao intorests lay in Japan and in countries influenced 
by Japan* 

In 1&39 too 1'oscow Institute organised a fourth department* 
the "dlltary faculty. Its sin tob tho training of any officers on 
oriental subjects and especially the training of political ’•leaders*' 
for the Red Arty* the so-called politruks* 

In 1035 both the IJoaooir and Leningrad Institutes opened 
a apodal faculty for training translators of Marxist-Leninist 
literature. 

The following scheme of the structure il lust rates tho organ- 
isation of the institutes * 
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5. AD HIMSTBATIOK 0? TUB INSTITUTES 

B*ch was headed by a director- Bach faculty (and also the 
special section) was headed by a dean* There was a Cosnmist Party 
Consnittee at e«oh institute. The Party Committee’s secretary was the 
right-hand man of the director* The dean of the military faculty wee 
a colonel. The deans of the remaining faculties were civilians 
(Conrmmist Party’s members). 

6. THF. STIfPS^TS 

Prom 1920 to 19 SO the Institutes wero open to all people* 
non-Corrrrunists as well ns Communists, wishing to be trained In oriental 
subjocta. After 1930 the Institutes wore open to Cowamist Party 
members only. 

Admission to thoso Institutes was n diffioult natter, faly 
CoTaaunists who hnd boon members of the Party for at least seven years’ : ' 

and only thoso whose behavior had been imaculato wore 'admitted. .The 
routine was as follows i unly district party oomaittoes (Oblastnoy* 

Kraevoy Komitot) wero granted the richt of s electing the prospective" 
students. The lattors* candidacies wero scrutinized by the Central - 

Cormittee of the Conramist Party and only after a severe screening 
could th© candidates be sent to the Institute. i . 

The students originally received an allowance of 400 rubles • 
and after 1934, of 600 rubles a month. They were allowed to live in 
dormitories* and canteens were at their disposal. 

Saoh Institute had 400 - 500 students. Their ages were 
28 - SO. The etu dents were *slnly Russians, although bods ton Tartars 
and Uzbeks attended the Turkish and a few Buriats attended the 
Mongolian lectures. On the other hand* all* students of the Fkeulty 
for Translators of Marxist Literature were natives » Uzbeks, Kirghiz* 

. Susfcoaans* Georgians, Armenians, Mongols* Buriats, oto. Chinese were 
npt, represented became# there w©s a special Uni varsity of Sun Tat Sen 

*. in Itosaow fbr them. . 

■ 

■ 7. PROORA^S . ' 

: #. 

The atudenfcs studied for three years. The progress of all . . Vjj 
the above-mentioned faculties differed sli.^itly from oaoh other acoord- • 
ing to tie futuro oocupations of the students. The subjeot* can be 
subdivided into those cocoon for all fncultioa and those spodfla fbr '■ 

each faculty*. . 

Aftor the completion of their studies* the students had to. . 
work in oho of tho eastom pountrlos* for instance in China or Turkey 
or Iran* oto. Accordingly, thejn^Jto jtudy one of the; oriental 
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languages, i*e* the lan^ua^e of the country concerned. In addition, 
thoy had to study tiie geography, history, economic*, and othor apooiol 
subjects concerning that country* Thoy also had to aotjuire the 
knowledge of the European language most cosreonly usod in that country, 
for instance French if thoy studied Turkish and aubjoota on Turkey or 
English if they studied Chinese and sub j oats on China* 



The foundation of thoir training vm« a thorough study of 
Marxist sub j oats j history of the Comrunist Party, dialootic materialism, 
political economy, and Leninism. 



After those introductory remarks the program of the above- c 
mentioned feoultios will bo given* 



a. Political Faculty - The following are the subjects 
which were obligatory for rdl studonta of the Political Faculty* 



(1) History of the Coaawiat Party (one year, 2 fyuire 

(2) Political economic fi (one year, 4 hours i naO) 

( 3 ) Dialectic materialism (4 hours during one year) ) y";. 



(4) Leninism (4 hours during one year) 1 • 

(5) Soviet justioe (4 hours during one year) r ***** 

(6) International lew (4 hours daring one year)) ^ > 

( 7 ) English language (for all students exoept those • 
studying Turkish) (6 hours a week during 3 years)) 

(a) french (for students on Turkish) (6 hours a week 
during 3 years)) . 

( 9 ) Oriental language (10 hours a week during 3 ydora) j 

(10) Hjysloal roography of the oo uatry oonoemod 
(2 hours a wtOc during one term, i«o* 6 months)) V N " 

(11) Economics of the country (2 hours a week during 

1 year); . 

(12) IUstory of the country (2 hours a week during 






one year); 

(13) Political structure of the country (2 hours a 
vroelc during ono yoar). * . 



b. Foreinn Trade Faculty - . 

(l) History *of the Communist Party (2. hbprs awee k 
during one year)} V • ■ * 

\Z) Political eoonomics (4 hours a wee£ during one year)) 

(3) Lanins im (4 hours a week during ' 

( 4 ) Organisation of the Soviet trade (t heStfi a msefc 






during one, year)) 



Knowledge in goods 1 either 
(a) Timber) or 

I b) oil) or / cr/fitffr 

c) Htehihjr^ or j 
4J ■; awWfittddl 
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(5) English or French, according to what on* boon 
sold above, fd hours s week during 3 years)} 

(?) Oriental In gut go (8 hours a week during 3 yeare)i 

(8) Geography of ths oountry (2 hours a week during 
8 months)} 

(d) Eoenomios of the oountry (2 hours a week during 
one year) 1 

(10) Politioal structure of the oountry (2 hours a 
weok during one year). 

o« Special Section - The spoeial section was created to 
train as many poople as possible in Japanese (lnterprotora, . . . 
politioal workers, oto.) and in as short a tine as possible.. This 
section was oroat ed to naaago the diffioultioe ehldh had been 
e rooted by the tonsion existing b et wee n Japan and 03SH In the 
tliirtios. The studies wore limitod to two years. Therefore, many 
subjects were omitted and ths stress end laid on Use Japanese 
language. v 

The foliar ^ g subjects mere lectured on* 

(1) History of the Goauunlst tarty (S. hours a meek 

during one year)} » , 

(2) Lanlnfcn' (2 hours a meek during one year)' 

(3) English (6 hours a week during S years)) 

(4) Japanese (24 hours a week during 2 years)} 

(5) History of Japan (2 hours a week during one year)|* r 

(g) Politioal Structure of Japan (2 hours s seek 

during 6 months)} 

fr) 

( 8 ) 



Geo graphy of Japan (2 hours a week during 6 months) 
Economics of Japan (2 hows a wee k during 6 months). 



d. miltar 
train officers of 



Faculty - The tUlitary Faculty was supposed to 
the Soviet Any In oriental languages and to glee 



them a thorough knowlcd.-e of the conditions in eastern countries* 

The students (ell of the© were Ocmailsts) attended by order * 

the headquarters of the I!ilitmry Districts (Voennyi Okru pj al od&* : - 
the oriental borders of the USCEi 

(1) Special Array of the tar East (Hq. In Khabarowtk'^^^^® 

in Siberia)} * 

(2) Central Asiatic Military District (!Zq. in Ta&|pcst!|)jv^S 



(3) Transcaucasian Military District (Uq. in Thill pei xIvSS 
TifUs). . | 

Sinoe the students were officers ranking 



to colonels sad previously had undergone a^ thorou£* aililary^^ 



t. * . 
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political training in military academies, they did not need any 
political training in the Institute, Therefore political aubiecta 
were Dither omitted or given as brief review courses* 

The program of the Military Faculty was as follows* 



u> 

u) 

( 3 ) 

(4) 

U) 

<«> 

(T) 

concerned 

isi 
( 10 ) 
one yoar) 



History of the Coranunlst Party (t hours a week* one year); 
Dialectic Materialism (2 hours a week, one year)* 

Political eoonomlos (2 hours a week, one year)i 
Leninism (2 hours a week, one year); 

French or English (6 hours a week, 2 years)* 

Oriental language (10 hours a week, 3 years ) 1 
Physical Geography and Tonography of tha country 
(2 hours a week, one year); 1 . ' . 

Economics of the country ( 2 hours a weok, one year) 1 
History of the country [2 hours a week, 6 months); 
Political struature of the oouatry (2 hours a woek. 
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Tho national studios pursued (language, history, economics,: 
oto,) depended upon the intorost of the Kq. of the Military 
Districts Txio Military Districts covered the following orerm 

(1) Tho Far Eastom Special Arqy* 

(a) Japan; 

(b) China and Manohukuoj 

(o) Outer Mongolia; 

(2) The Central Asiatic Military District* 

(a) Afghanistan; 

(b) Iran; 

(o) India; 

( 3 ) Tha Transcaucasian Military Districts* 

(a) Turkey: 

(b) Iran 1 

(c) Arabic States. 

Accordingly, students coming from the Far Eastern . Ayoy . . 
studied either Japanese or- Chinese or 'fengcli on* Those coming 
from the Central Asiatic Military District had to study either 
Pushtu or Persian or one of the Indian languages (Marathi, 
Psnjsbi, Hindi, Bengali, etc.). 



r 













«, Translators 1 Faoulty - Ouly natives wer* admitted io .5 

the Translators^ faculty. 'Those wore carefully selected by the * 

Central Cownittses of the Comntinlot Party of the respective Soviet i 

republics and their candidacies were scrutinised and approved by J 

the Propaganda Deoartment of -the Central Coimrdttee of the Party ’j 

in Moscow. The atudonta ueually vrero not Tory yo-.mg (about 
30 - 40 ) and the main condition trac that they had belonged to 
the Party much more then saren years and had been engaged In 
literary work (nevetf~-a# reporters, ate*). Since they ware supposed 
to lj*anslato Marxist works Into thoir native languages, they had 
to bo trained thoroughly in philosophy, political and ooooaadc* : i 

touchings, and osp^ially in. Stalin* s works. 

*’■ .r\\ 

Proprsmt ;*-'A 

r ' " - , • 

(1) History of the Consnunirt Party (4 hours a.waek jf.1 

during one year)* . . 

(2) Political Eoononica (4 hours a week during t years); .. *• 

(3) Dialectic Materialism (2 hours a weak during 1 yoar/x * 

( 4 .) Ilia to rio. Materialism (2 hours a week during pne year);* 

(5) Leninism, i.e. Lenin* a works (4 hours a weak -during",^,- 

8 y«r^ f . . • . 

(6; Stalin 1 a jnufaoas of Leninism (2 hours a weak 
during one year) 1 • 

( 7 ) Prmotioal work on Kane' a Capital (2 hours a week r 
for one year); 

(a) German, because Marx end Bn gel k had nublished many 
bookfc in German and sometimes ah adequate translation it / ^ 
possible from German only (C hours 'a week during S years).!' 

(9) Oriental language, only to brush up the student?* 

style (4 hours a week during 2 yeare)i * * 

(10) Russian (4 hours a x/oek during Z years); 

8. rBOF^'SORS ABD T!aCH8RS ' ' 

Tho professors and teachers on oriental subjects ware noli- - 
Comnuniets because thero were no teachers available o^ng the Forty 
members. 'Fiore were professors, assistant professors, end natife^.^^^ 
lecturers. Tho letter \nora taoliing the colloquial language oijty . i*f 

a. Tho Leningrad Institute had tho following professors 
. and toachorst j ^ I \ iV- V 



Cl)/ PTof. Rappoport^ - Political economics, Soviet . 'Vi£-S 
ami InteraSfWfflrtSff^twleotio ISatorialisra; ^ vlj» 

(2) prof. Denbo * - Political Economics; . ^ v 

* Member of the Conaunist Party ' ‘ '/• yA ^gMl 
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Prof* GanKOofl, £» P«, - Mongol i&n ; 

Asst. Ih^of* Khaituiiia* - llonrcuiani 
A gat, ^zhlgocnrV-- I^onrollan; 

255S35E siaritsynn, i'» r *r - uiBfory of 
lions- language; 

pr^f- BfteUlU L - t*..* - History of Mongolia i 



U> 

(«} 

(7) 

( 8 ) 

lion go 1 l&i 

(9) , - 

(10) Prof. Poppe. fl. Ny(as visiting professor) - 
History of Mongolia? 

(XX) Prof. Tudahin, K. K* /j:i»u_rlc, 

(X2) Asst, Prof* Baolodtov, M., - Uifruric; 

(13) P rof- mxier S ZBtSS&tZ 

(14) Prof* GordXs^elci * Turkish! 

(1 0) Prof- -Persian: 

(lft) Prof, Grands r Arabic. 
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9* THE ORGANIZATION! 



STUDIES 



Lectures on su^eota., odtamoa to the whole faculty were delivered 
at the bhbio time for all students of that feculty.Thus all students. " 

, of the same faculty assembledat ftho sam* time to attend the lectures *:• 
'Son political econoiqy or materialism. nowevsr r the native 

^students gather od in a«^BM|Hfrfor spuoi&lized lectures on a certain 
‘count ry, e.g. Criinose lS^EglHpceofra^hy of Iran. The .groups of ^ - 

students trained fn each oriental Inn niar;a kt* to small, e.g. .M 



l^ncollan . 



1 

III 

y 



1 

III 



L 

l: 



II tern 
17 tern 
VI tern 



0 - 10 students 

3 - G students 

4 - • G students • 



Chine ns 



A II tern 

(■ IV term' 

A VI iera 



- 12 - IS n ’indents 

- 3-10 students 

- 6 - 8 students- 



The small groups wore characteristic of the Pol iticaJU Foreign ; : y|§ 
Trade, and military Faculties. Tho.Soeoial Section had more students! 
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1 & 
III ft 
7 ft 



- 10 - 12 group ft j 6-8 students each 



8 groups, 6*6 students each ■ 
5 - 6 groups, 4-5 students eaetu 



II term 
IV term 
YI term- 

... f i 4/. . 

The Tr^nslators^vMojity had lass students* All terms had 
- no more than three L ' ' 

y ** •■■ ■•-«; 



are than three students each* 
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Tha program of the subjects war# ooogdled either by tha 
professors or they vara given by tha Central Comdttee of tha Coaanmlat 
Party* All program of politloal and Mandat subjects vara oosplled 
by tha Propaganda Depertmnt of tha Cantral Coanittee of tha Qosununlst 
P«rty* Tha program of languages, geography# history* and economics 
of tha o riant al oocntriaa vara oosplled by tha professors, approved by 
tha daans (who vara Comunists), by tha dir actor (Gonnnmiat) and* 
finally, by tha Propaganda De pa rtment of tha Cantral Caaoittee of tha 
Coamuniat Party in Moscow. 

Tha profoeeora vara responsible to tha director. Tha direotbr 
gave thorn their guide-lines and laauod orders. In lota important 
natters, a.g. scheduling of tho lectures, Increasing or decreasing tha 
nuabar of lectures, our chase of books, etc., tha profoaaors had to 
apply. to the doahs. Profoaaors wero forood to oonply With tho massive 
red tope which pemeates all endeavors in the USSR. In soae serious 
oasos professors vie re called beforo the Party Corrdttee to explain 
actions they had ta ke n. The institutes verb organ! sod as shown in tha • 
following schones ^ 

I : 1 

Communist | 

Party Comlttee I 



Director 
(Party Meaher) 












PTofmnorR ran •^•achera of the s.v)»» msjnot forj.iod the 
no -called clmir (Russia* Kefadra). The eliu:.r ims presided ovnr Wy 
tho ohairraui, on* of t.no yofoaaora. The aiudr^ian settled all ques- 
tions t. \tb tho director, tho doan, or tho Conmnibt Party Coonltfau 
Scorofcary* 

io. Appuiarrags gy stupcits a.^tcr comariog of stptoes 

After graduating, the students woro f^.ven Appointments by 
order of the Control Cr.^raittee of the Connmlst Party. If, for example, 
a consulate or an embassy needed an employee. It made an application, 
through the Foroign Office, to the Central Coned ttee oX tlx* Coronuniat 
Party. The latter the.-, ordered the director of the institute to 
reooornend one of th« students most suited to the job, Tho latter 1 s 
candidacy was scrutinized and approved by the Antral Comnitte* of the 
Cezramlst Party, 

The Political faculty trained prospective employees of the 
?orei3ti Office) consuls , embassadors, ol erics to consulates. 7 a addi- 
tion, it trained nee® agencies* employees. Unofficially it trained 
prospective intelligence officers for work abroad. In reality this 
faculty supplied the foreign Office and the Intelligence with minor 
officers j^s the top ranking persona usually rare recruited among 
leading Party members and HKVD officers. Nevertheless, the Porei^j 
Ol^oe has obtained the followi ng outstanding persons from tho Leningrad 
Institute! 

* a. PETROV, Apollon Alexandrovich ( now abou t 45) n n?r the 

USSR Anbnasador to China, ' oil t mint: a on ‘Chinese lrtnguage, 
history and Ktemturo, “he yaduat*d in 1030 or 1031, received 
additional training in the Academy of Sciences, published a book 
on Chincso philosophy, acted os loomed socrotary to tiie Institute 
of Oriental Studios of tho .Vcadczy of ioicnoc* in Loninnrad, since 
1038 has acted as Vico Director of that IaatScute, slnoe 1941 
ha3 boon a high official of the foreign Of flip, and soon afterward 
' vcciB appointed Ambassador to China; I: 



te. PBTPnv Saacd — 11 T*- 1 "-* on T.^ 

graduated in 1932 or 1933, be cane dean of the Political FWLlty* 

In 1938 was appointed scientist to the Institute of Orleottt '^5*3 

Studies of the Acadesy of Solenoee, In 1940 was sent to TiJlia 
(Georgia) to organise the Intelligence on Iran; •* 

c* ZmJKOY. Krg*ni Itthailovtoh, well trained on Japan, was 
employed by the Poreigi Qffioe* later became one of the leading '\T7; 
persona in the editor* s office of the paper Pravda, published /V 
many Itmns on Japan in Pravda, in 1944 was elected corresponding "\\ K 
member of the Academy of TSRmeei ‘ s' - 
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d. amoy. prkknmA on Iran, became In 19« JLgtgHljgM* :■* 

omotr oa t hi. Iranian frontier. In Russian ftntral Mti —5 

*. ^VAni trashy. t railed <m China* fonwr ooanl In ilhklaag* ^ 

afterward DeSoflhe Trade Faculty of the Uniapfa^ Institute* . 

•inoe 1940 Vice Director of the Ifasoosr Institute i ’•?£ 

... ., * 

f- BlffimCu tertJ* Jwlnt by oetionsliiy, gradated in ^ 

1931 or 1932* was appointed Consul to Outer Mongolia (Alton Bulek) , 
afterward Consul General in Outer Mongolia (ZHlbhulantu). .S? 

The Ford pi Trade Faculty also has trained aeny people now -®S 

acting as high officials* .^jtS 

a. THUS SOY. Alexei Alexeanrioh, f ormer engineer* rmlX V .£ 

educated* excellently trained cm Mongolia* since 1939 Trade Repre- xjj 
tentative (Torfj>red) to Outer Won (ml la (Ulan Bator); ■ :: M 

b. KTTC2T307, trai ned on Ifengolla* Trusser** right-hand wart* 

c. KUDRO??. Konstantin. tr ained: on Ifcamlia- later rccolvod ‘V^jw 

additional training on Japan* ttb appointed intelligence offices* . * .‘-SJ™ 

on Japan. . ; ' 

u. REcrnrr d^tlopisht [ 

Tho Leningrad Institute was olosed down just before the Rue*o« 7 '^/'^0 
Gorman Car ( 1941 ). Its last director was Araapaer* m asher of the " 

Cocmrtora, ‘ arrested in 1937. After that S^aal be otae director. He x.v^;^g| 
also was a member of the Comintern. , ' 

The Leningrad Institute 1 • name was The Leningrad Oriental 
Institute. Defore 1935 it* name was Leningrad Institute of Living ^ 

Oriental Institute of Ysnufcldse* The pans of the Institute was changed . 
after Yomkldse was shot. The Leningrad Institute* * address whs 
Leningrad, Uaksimilianovsld Pereulok 7. ' r’vg 

The Moscow Institute's me was before 1933 The Moscow >j|ra 

Harlmanov Institute of Oriental Languages! after 1935* merely Moscow . 

Oriental Institute*' 

Ite director was In 1941*45* and perhaps is to the prssent* : 
BCftCsaafl E Communist. Before 1930 he was with Borodin in 

China as the larder's adviser. rag 

In October 1941 The Moscow Institute was evacuated to Fergana. . \ 4 |S 
in Russian Turkisten* but only the Militnry Faculty worked there re^jlsrlyi-,'^ 
The Moscow Institute's addresd id Moscow* Center* Mnrossoika 2 . . *^3j| 
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